
How High Do You Think the Cost of Living Has Gone?

Hotp the Average American Spends His Dollar

Since the beginning of
war in Europe, in August,
191U, the cost of living has
risen 78 per cent in the
United States,

Whether or not the final
altitude record, has been
reached on'y thé- montlt.
ahead can tell.

^. The item showing the
greatest increase is clothing;
the second is food; next
coynes sundries; and the
fourth is fuel, light and heat.

In eight major industries
:ef the United States the rise
*>dn wages of men has exceed¬
ed the rise in the cost of liv¬
ing, their hourly earnings
having gone up from 7U to
112 per cent.

In tlie following article the
facts concerning these all-itn-

_ portant matters are present¬
ed graphically and in com¬

plete form for the first time.
.Report of Ihe National Indua-
irial Conference Board.

SINCE the war began in 1914
the cost of living has gone
up 73 per cent. It did not

s'op climbing when'the war

ended. There is no evidence that

^has stopped climbing to-day. The
man who calls statistics by their
first name has no more assurance

than the lowliest complainer. He
can only hope.

.¦¦ The one certain thing about it is
that old H. C. L. is trying to carry
:cff all medals for altitude records.

Where have high prices hit the
hardest? Most people can rattle off
the answer: In what we eat and
what we wear.

.' But most people would get the
order wrong. So much is heard of
the advance in food prices that the
popular notion has it that food leads
in the upward movement. This is
not correct. What we eat has gone
up 90 per cent, while what we wear

ha? advanced an even 100. Third
¦place, aside from sundries, in the
contest goes to the three-part Com¬

bination, fuel, heat and light, with
sn advance of 67 per cent.
The National Industrial Confer¬

ence Board, the central body of
American industry, by the use of
its established research machinery
has been getting at the facts for
the benefit of the country. These
hi=ive just been published in a re-

PQrt entitled, "Changes in the Cost
Of Living: July, 1914.July, 1919."

Fire Leaders
The report gives the people of the

United States the satisfaction of
knowing just where they stand.
.¦Take the five chief items of dally
living. This is how they look in a

table, showing the average increase
Wat has come to each:

> lP«r cent.

.Clothing . 100
Food. 90

,, Fuel, heat and light. 57
¡¿Shelter. 28
'Sundries. 63

,^,-AIl items . 73
The National Industrial Confer¬

ece Board has checked up old H. C.
t>. through each year and month
«since the war began, and the report

¡| shows the periods of his flights.
The figure for all items.73 per

r cent.is the record up to July, 1919.
It is higher by 7 per cent than last
March; it has beaten the June, 1918,
.mark by 11 per cent. Take a dif¬
ferent slant on the mounting prices.

''tú four months, Beginning last
March, clothing crossed the line first

, with 10 jAr cent; food followed, with

9 per cent; sundrtoe, third, with 6«,
per cent; shelter, a close fourth,»
with 4.9 per cent. The triplets.
fuel, light and heat.showed no

change.
The average man probably does

not know Just what percentage of
his income goes normally for this
and that daily necessity. The aver¬

age family, consisting of husband,
wife and three children, will spend
about 43 per cent of the Income for
food; rent will take 18 per cent;
clothes will figure out around 13
per cent; 6 per cent will go to warm
the home, to light it and cook the
foed; theatres, fares, newspapers,
magazines, savings, and a host of
other sundries will use up the re¬

maining 20 per cent. This division
remains about the same, whether ap¬
plied to an income in 1919 or back
in the days before the war.

Family Basis
How much should a family have to

live well? There is considerable talk
about the American standard of
living. There is no such standard.
There are probably as many stand¬
ards as there are incomes and
families to spend them. The United
States Bureau of Labor Statistics
says that if a man is earning less
than $1,800 a year his family is suf¬
fering from underfeeding and under¬
nourishment. "This does not mean,"
the report continues, "that the aver¬

age family is slowly starving, but
'hat it is being maintained at a

lower than normal degree of health
md efficiency."
On the face of it that is a pretty

discouraging statement. But the re¬

port dbes not regard the situation as

hopeless. It points a way out, main¬
taining that the most efficacious
remedy is not higher wages, "but.
rather, improved systems of dis¬
tributing and marketing foodstuffs
and the education of the housekeep-
ti in the art of keeping house, wit!
emphasis on diets." This does not
mean that there are not as gooc
housekeepers to-day as in grand
»mother's time. What it does mear

is that there is a lot in this house
keeping business that the averagi
housewife has never bothered with
She has never made a study of th«
number of calories the members o

her family need in their daily food
how much protein, carbohydrates
and fats. A properly balanced mea

cuts out waste and provides th
right sort of food in the righ
amounts. In these days of sky
rocketing prices this is well wort
looking into. This is a straight ti
to the wise Americai. housewife.
With all this increase in the oui

«go, what has been the increase in
the income? The wage earner can

make the happiest reply. Not only
has he continued to eat regularly
and well, but he is the fellow who is
buying player pianos and phono¬
graphs to take the place of the old
guitar, and turning the woodshed
into a garage.
Again it is the same authority

which supplies the facts concerning
the other side of the picture. The
National Industrial Conference
Board has made a country-wide in¬
vestigation of the changes In the
wage earner's income since the war

began and prices commenced to
soar. It tells exactly what it found
in a report which is just out, called
"War-Time Changes in Wages,"
showing what happened between
July 1, 1914, and March I, 1919.

This report is a broad sizing up of
the whole situation. It deals with
wages in the eight major industries
of the United States, including
metal, cotton, wool, silk, boots and
shoes, paper, rubber and chemicals.
It gives a true picture of the general
wage situation.

Images
From the beginning of the war

to March 1, 1919, the period cov-

>red in the report, the increase in
.verage hourly earnings of men in
the eight industries mentioned runs

all the way from 74 per cent to 112
per cent. For the same period the
rise in the cost of living was 61 per
cent.

In other words, the increase in
wages of men was in every one of
these industries greater than the
increase in the cost of living.
The question of whether wages

were what they should have been in
1914 was not looked into. That
was not the purpose of the investi¬
gation. The date of July 1, 1914,
was taken simply as a starting
point.

Women's wages also showed de¬
cided increases during the war. Il
is true the percentages of the rise
in their average hourly earnings
were sometimes less than those oi
males. But they, too, seem to have
beaten the high cost of living in the
scramble for the heights. In onl*.
one trade were women's hourly
earnings beaten by H. C. of L. ant

here they were barely nosed out.
All this does not help out th«

middle American very much. Hi:
pay envelope does not suffer fron
obesity. It may be slightly plumpe
than in 1914, but it will not buy s«

much, and that is what counts.
So far the only satisfaction th

middle American can get out of th
situation is that he can roast some

According to Indus¬
trial Conference
Board, 73 Per Cent
Since August, 1914

Wages: The One Thing Th 3 t U s Risen
Faster Than O.d H. C. of L.

body. Or he can read about who
should be roasted. That is the great
national pastime to-day. But up to
now it has not reduced the price of
a square meal or a pair of shoes.
And reduction ¡3 what he wants
and wants without delay. How to
got what he wants is another
matter.

Food is the familiar offender in
prices, though clothing has taken a

bigger jump. You buy a new suit
and wear it for months, while a

steak or a chop or an egg must be
replaced, as often as mealtime comes

around, by a fresh one.

While the war was on a cam¬

paign opened to save the best cuts
of meat for the army. Everybody
was glad to comply. A lot of people
found ways to cook cheap meats in a

palatable way. The lesson lias not
been forgotten. Even now they are

not buying the prime cuts.

But here is the point: A porter¬
house steak before the war cost in
Boston about 35 cents a pound ; it
sells for 63 cents to-day. Prices in
other cities vary, but this will do
for an illustration. The packers
have* been urging people, through
advertisements, to eat more meat.
Many will not; most will.when
the price is lowered.
There are vast stores of food in

the United States to-day. At the
beginning of this year, according to
the American Ment Packers" Asse
ciation, there were over l,000,00«i
more cattle, over 4,000,000 more

hogs and almost 1,000,000 more

heep than at the beginning of 1918.
The middle American is probably-
wondering what has hit the good old
law of supply and demand. He has
always been told that a big supply
meant a drop in prices.

It is still fresh in the public mind
how, in response to popular doman«!,
the War Department sold at <.<«>«

prices its surplus stores of food¬
stuffs, which were no longer needed
for the armies fighting in Furopr.
These food" were quickly and triad
ly taken by the public, but th« ir
sale had no more than momentary
effect on current market prices.

From Overseas
The high cost of what eve wear is

also blamed in part on the demands
from across the sea. Many a man

is going lo dig out his cast-off suits
if he is lucky enough to have any
and have his tailor perform a magi«
rejuvenation. He will haw reasoi
to smile, tuo, for ready-made -ru:'^
even at $00, will probably be o

poorer quality than the $30 suit o

five years ago. As one dealer put

A Modern Version of Pilgrim's Progress

How Purchasing Power of Ihe Dollar Has Shrunk

it : "Even with prices more than 100
per cent higher than In 1914.
quality of merchandise is In many
cases inferior, especially In ready-
to-wear goods."

In everything people wear there
laro large advances. Men's shoes
have doubled In the last live years.

(Women's shoes have jumped 131 per
cent; women's gloves, 126 per cent;
women's knit underwear, 120 per
cent; women's coats, 116 per cent,
and women's cotton hosiery, !0l per
cent. Many a man will find that he
must part «with double the amount
for certain things in his wardrobe.
And the end is not yet. Dealers all
over the country <!<« not hesitate to

say that prices of clothing generally
.ire still on the climb.

There are other besides
pries of food and clothing that aro

lining our faces to-day. A lot if
men are ha\ing a hard time to keep
r. roof over their families. It is not

entirely a question of whether they
«.¦¦in pay or are willing to pay top
prices for living quarters. In u<m*.'

cities Is next to impossible to get
äomel hing they can call home. In
Cleveland, for e\i\mp>, ever ten
thousand famill are forced ' «i

thoir goods. They cannot find
They* are scattered her«* and there,
wherever they crin fin«! a place to
sleep.
There has beei it uildingsince

the war started. This Is wl
renting ngcnf say?: "Reef« for
people earning moderate salarle!
have Increased alarmingly I'
nothing new for people to form Ir,
line at 7 a. m. to Inspect a hou «

advertised In the morning papers
Many people have been forced I«

buy a home in order to havp a plan
to live."

Th«* middle American thinks then
< a great deal ««f profit« ering 'i

landlord is getting an uncí

lot of attention. Property owner:
have for some time been
lean pickings i' j fi tl

¡pe to '.-' ' .« ..« gei etui n

There is another factor to b<
re« koned with, ["his the v age
earner who drew undreamed of pa
«lu *ing the war. Formerly !
in cheap quarters: non' he lives
quarters costing doubie what h
used to pay. ii- a Ids his toll t
¡the shortage of ousea In man

places l-.e is rcn ing a bi is

of home than the average «salaried
man.

The situation has no precedent
In some places, even wage-earner»,
attracted to manufacturing centers

by good pay, are not always '«ucky
enough to find homes. In Akron.
Ohio, over (lfl,000 men have been
forced to locate their families so

far away 'hsif they cnn visit them
only on Sunday
theories
Everybody fs ready to exp'nin the

high cost of living. One man «say»
it Is the profiteer«; another blame«
the demand« of labor Both may be
ncbt. The govi rnment
trail of i h<- profiteers.

Hut profit«. ' ¡ng i n«.t at th«
bottom <>f the high cost of living
Underneath are at lenst two other
causea winch are usually overlooked
They are lack of production and
monetary inflation.

Lack of production i« easily under«
>t«»od During the war manufactur
ing for civilian p«irp«»«c« wtxt cur¬
tailed. A sharp cut was mad« ¡i
dellverj of basic materials. Tbc

I pan f.f Industrj devoted iti
facilities 'c war work. Normal
onditions ¡one nnt returtted Therf

is a constant demand for shorter
hours; lower output it» the result

People want things that, they «lenic<i
themselves while \hc wnr was on

The demand is big; the suppk il
¦nail. Many people want th«

dlei number if I hing lhat in
made. If many people «ran

j> few things the pnce climbs an«
that is one of the direct causes o

high prices. That Is what make
profiteering possible.

Monetary inflation is th« othei « .«

'if tht picture. What is inflation
It is decreased pnrcbasmtr powt
«if money arising from 'be

of the facilitU <. for rm*
fasU than the f tn

> o. la a amount o

.urrencj In cli ulal loi and h lo
the i ommodlthn n
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which to spend it
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